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TAGS: MARR, PEOR, PINR, JA, US 
SUBJECT: GOJ INQUIRY RE SR 71 ACTIVITIES 

REFS: (A) TOKYO 971 (NOTAL); (B) STATE 12153 (NOTAL); 

(C) TOKYO 574 (NOTAL) 

1 . GUIDANCE BELOW HAS BEEN PREPARED EOR GOJ USE IN 
CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE DIET INQUIRIES. THIS SUPERCEDES 
EARLIER GUIDANCE REEERRED TO REF B WHICH SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED CANCELLED. WE WOULD HOPE THIS GUIDANCE WOULD BE 
SUFEICIENT EOR GOJ PURPOSES AND DO NOT WISH, EVEN ON 
CONEIDENTIAL BASIS, TO GO BEYOND THIS AT THIS TIME. 

2. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE IS IN EORM LIKELY QUESTIONS AND 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 020519 

ANSWERS WHICH MIGHT ARISE IN DIET: 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


QUESTION: IS THE US CONDUCTING SR-71 ELIGHTS OVER NORTH 
VIETNAM? 

ANSWER: THE CONTINUING POSITION OF THE USG HAS BEEN THAT IT 
DOES NOT COMMENT ON OPERATIONAL MATTERS OE THIS TYPE. THERE- 
EORE, THE GOJ IS NOT IN A POSITION TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION. 

QUESTION: IF SUCH FLIGHTS WERE BEING CONDUCTED, WOULD THIS 
BE A VIOLATION OE THE PARIS AGREEMENT OR OE INTERNATIONAL 
LAW? 

ANSWER: THE GOJ IS NOT A PARTY TO THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
AND WE DO NOT THINK WE SHOULD GET INTO THE BUSINESS OF 
INTERPRETING IT. 

IE PRESSED, GOJ COULD ADD: AS WE SAID, THE GOJ IS NOT 
A PARTY TO THE AGREEMENT AND THEREFORE IS NOT IN A 
POSITION AUTHORITATIVELY TO INTERPRET THE AGREEMENT. 

HOWEVER, THE GOJ WOULD NOTE THAT IN THE JUNE 13, 1973 
COMMUNIQUE BETWEEN THE USG AND THE DRV, REFERENCE IS 
MADE TO SUCH ELIGHTS AND IT WOULD APPEAR FROM THIS 
REFERENCE THAT ANY SUCH ELIGHTS WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE 
IN CONEORMITY WITH ARTICLE 2 OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. THE 
GOJ WOULD ALSO NOTE REPEATED STATEMENTS BY USG SPOKESMEN 
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE BEEN MASSIVELY VIOLATING 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT EOR TWO YEARS; THAT THE USG HOLDS THE 
VIEW THAT THE AGREEMENT CANNOT BE SELECTIVELY RESPECTED 
BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THAT WHEN ONE PARTY TO AN 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT COMMITS MAJOR VIOLATIONS OE THAT 
AGREEMENT, THE OTHER PARTY IS LEGALLY JUSTIEIED IN SUS- 
PENDING OPERATION OE THE AGREEMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART. KISSINGER 
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